384                Saint-Simon

My joy at this change may be imagined. In a few
days all my causes of disquietude had been removed,
and I saw a future opening before me full of light and
promise. Monseigneur le Due de Bourgogne become
Dauphin, heir to the throne of France; what favour
might I not hope for ? I could not conceal or control
my satisfaction.

But alas! it was soon followed by sad disappointment
and grievous sorrow.*

* The death of Monseigneur leaving Louis XIV. almost in his dotage,
on the throne, surrounded by young Princes and Princesses impatient
for a new reign, worked a wonderful change in the Court of France.
The subsequent part of these Memoirs will show the steps that led to
the Regency of the Due d'Orleans, and describe the state of France
under that Prince.

